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Luke 23.34 “Father, forgive them; for they know not what 

they do.” 

 

We come to hear seven last words. Seven is a perfect number 

and they stand at the end of a perfect life. These are the last 

will and testament of the one who came to establish a new 

testament with the Father. This is his testament, his covenant, 

more perfect than the first written in stone, but now written 

in letters large with his own blood. It is this testament which 

fulfills the first, and its fulfillment is forgiveness. So it is 

right that as we begin the end, hearing the first of the last 

words that we hear of FORGIVENESS. “Forgive them, Fa-

ther”, Jesus says, “for they know not what they do.” 

 

Forgiveness is the reason we have gathered this day of all 

days. We have put aside our busy lives and we have come to 

meditate upon the great suffering of Jesus. This is no specta-

cle simply to observe the events of the day. If so it would be 

truly disappointing: there is neither hill nor cross. There is 

neither condemned nor crowd. No our aim is to understand 

the meaning of the events that have transpired in our favor. 

Our desire is to know the import of that great battle that 

joined between the Son and the Satan. And we know it com-

pletely in this word, “Forgive them, Father.” It is forgiveness 

that we seek and forgiveness that we shall have if we look 

upon the stricken Son, lifted up before our minds, and have 

faith in him. 

 

It is forgiveness, reconciliation with our own Creator, which 

we so desperately need. For all mankind has been enslaved 

by sin and Satan since Adam and Eve disobeyed. Forgive-

ness of sin is what we need, but what we can’t find on our 

own. We cannot forgive ourselves, for it is we who have 

offended and gone astray. It is the Father who must seek the 

lost. And so he did: calling Israel out of slavery in Egypt, 

making a gracious covenant with them on Sinai, and sending 

them the prophets.  He gave them the sacrifices and the Tem-

ple for there is no forgiveness of sin without the shedding of 

blood. The Lord had forgiven them, adopted them, and given 

them as agents of his forgiveness to the nations. But they 

would not be faithful to him and went away after false gods. 

 

So it is that we have come to this day, to hear this word of 

forgiveness, spoken from on high. For forgiveness must 

come from on high, from God himself. But as we look up to 

receive this forgiveness a grievous sight appears. For it is not 

the voice from heaven speaking, “This is my beloved Son”, 

but instead it is the beloved Son who speaks from his 

cross, “Forgive them, Father.” For it is the Son who came 

to forgive and it is he who has made forgiveness possible. 

No longer is there need for sacrifice and Temple to be rec-

onciled to God. In their place stands the perfect priest of-

fering himself as the perfect sacrifice. The old Adam stood 

in pride against the God who made him in his own image, 

demanding that he be like God. So he fell. The new Adam 

bowed himself humbly to the will of the Father and was 

raised up – upon a cross. So he has been exalted. 

 

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whoso-

ever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it”. 

So said Jesus to his disciples. Yet, he was not content to 

lecture his disciples, but instead he took up his own cross 

and showed them the way. How would forgiveness come 

to the world that was so lost in sin? It would come when 

the only Son would come and take upon himself the suffer-

ing of the whole world, the penalties of their own rebel-

lion, and the wrath of the holy God. For they were all piled 

upon him as he lost his life for the sake of others. 

 

Is not this first word of forgiveness the sweetest word that 

may come to our ears my friends? For how shall we know 

if we are among friends or among enemies if the salutation 

is not given? And this, this here is no ordinary salutation, 

asking our health or passing the time. For it is not our 

health that he bids but our very life he gives us in this 

word of forgiveness. And it is not the time that he passes 

but gives us all eternity reconciled to the Father. Sweet 

kindness, oh sinners! Can we ask for better but “Father 

forgive them”? No, there is none better.  

 

Let the words not end with us this day. For if the Father 

has forgiven us at the bequest of his Son, shall we not in 

turn forgive one another? Truly our lives must be reflec-

tions of the forgiveness that is so mercifully given us this 

day. For he who has been forgiven much loves much. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Davidson Morse 

 

From the Rector: 



   . 

through the statements of faith known as 
the Nicene and  Apostlesô Creeds.  To aid 
in our discussion, I am recommending 
the short work, The Cruelty of Her-
esy , by Bp. Fitzsimmons Allison.  These 
will be available through the Bookstore.  
Please make your indications of interest 
to Barbara Clegg. 
 
DM+  

From the Vestry 
 
At the Annual Pariah Meeting on Janu-
ary 31, Clyde Bargsley and Johnny Price 
were re-elected to the Vestry and Harold 
Barclay was elected. 
The Parish Profile has been completed 
and the process of hiring a rector will 
proceed to the next step. 
Please keep the work of the Vestry and 
the various ministries of the church in 
your prayers. 
 

From the Church Office 
 

Many names have been shown in the 
ñPrayers for Parish Familyò section of the 
Sunday Bulletin for a long time.    Please ver-
ify that you want the name(s) to remain on 
the list.  Those not verified by end of Febru-
ary will be deleted.  Questions?  Call the 
Church Office. 
 

Welcome, Jessilyn! 

 
Jessilyn Crowley, daughter of Cassilyn 
and Joshua, granddaughter of Cindy 
and Marty Cox,  was baptized into the 
Parish of St. Andrewôs on January 17.  
We wish her and her family much joy!  

Happy Birthday, Jo! 

 
Jo Elliott celebrated her 90th  birthday 
in January with family and friends.   Nila 
Graham. Patty Fuller, Jane Coffey, Cindy 
Cox and Norma Thompson were with her 
to celebrate and visit a very special lady. 



 

 

 

The Women of St. Andrewõs cordially invite each of the ladies of our Parish 

to our annual Christmas Dinner.  The catered dinner will be held in the 

Parish Hall, December 8, at 6:30.  Please join us for good food, fellowship, 

and the installation of the WSA officers for 2010.    Tickets are $18 and are 

available from Sue Whatley or Donna Davis.  You may also contact the 

Church Office.  

It is not known at this time if a New Yearôs Day service will be conducted at the 
church.    What is certain is that you are invited to Patty Fullerôs home to enjoy the 
traditional black -eyed pea soup, guaranteed to boost your year off to a good start 
and keep the good fortune coming throughout the year.  New Yearôs Day,  12 to 2.  
If you have to have a huge TV, bring your own.  If you want beer, bring that, too. 

The Vestry   wishes each of you and your 
families a blessed  Advent and Christmas sea-
son.  Keep us in your prayers as we continue 
the process which will complete the Parish 
Profile and bring a new rector to St. Andrews. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CLYDE AND VERNA 

BARGSLEY  who were inducted into the Court of St. 

Andrew for 2009.   Their long., varied and dedicated 

service to the Parish and children serve as an inspira-

tion for all who love the church.  They are pictured 

here with their son, Drew. 

FYI 


